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Ezra and Nehemiah follow Kings in our lesson sequence 
even though Chronicles comes next in the English Bible 
order, since Chronicles fits better near the end of our 
study as a historical summary leading into the New 
Testament. Ezra and Nehemiah were originally one book, 
later divided (as in the Vulgate). The combined narrative 
spans about 100 years: Ezra 1-6 covers roughly 537-515 
BC, and Ezra 7-Nehemiah 13 covers roughly 458-433 BC, 
spanning roughly seventy years from the initial 
deportations to the completion of the temple.. 

Introductory Information 
Title: The Book of Ezra is named for the priest and scribe 
who is the central figure of chapters 7-10. Nehemiah is 
named for the man responsible for organizing the 
resettled city of Jerusalem and rebuilding its walls. 

Authorship: Although technically anonymous, early 
Jewish tradition credits Ezra with both books as well as 
Chronicles. It may be more fitting, however, to view Ezra 
and Nehemiah as the primary authors of their respective 
books, since both shift into first-person narration at points. 
However, this does not rule out a later editor compiling 
the final form. 

Date: ca 458-424 BC. While the events span a longer 
period, I believe the book’s composition is best placed in 
this range. Ezra’s return in 458 BC marks an early point, 
and the final recorded events occur around 433 BC, with 
composition likely concluding soon after. Josephus’ 
statement that revelation ended under Artaxerxes (424 
BC) suggests the final form was complete by then. 

Theme & Purpose: The combined book demonstrates 
God’s sovereignty in overruling kings and overcoming 
opposition, and his grace in calling his people to 
repentance. Ezra and Nehemiah depict the rebuilding of 
God’s community through reforming the people, 
rebuilding the Temple, preparing the city, and resettling 
the land. The overarching theme is faithfulness to the 
Lord in worship and obedience to the Law, with an 
emphasis on a pure people worshiping in a purified 
temple in a rebuilt city. 

Theme Summary: The Jewish people returning to 
Jerusalem face the challenges of restoring the 
community’s identity and institutions after decades of 
Babylonian exile. Along with the rebuilding of the Temple 
and the reconstruction of Jerusalem’s defensive walls, 
there is a call for spiritual renewal and covenant 
faithfulness through obedience to God’s Law. 

Redemption Revealed In Ezra & Nehemiah 
The preservation of a remnant points to the certain 
fulfillment of God’s gracious covenant. 
Given Israel’s covenant violations and the resulting 
judgment seen in Judges and Kings, the return of a 
remnant in Ezra and Nehemiah raises the question of 
whether God has changed his purposes. The answer is 
no: though Israel forfeited covenant blessings through 
disobedience, a remnant survives because God will still 
bring the Messiah through the line of Abraham and David. 
Every part of the narrative, from the favor shown to the 
exiles to their ultimate success in rebuilding, 
demonstrates that God’s promise in Genesis 3:15 cannot 
be extinguished by human failure, royal apostasy, or 
foreign empires. Israel may fail, but God’s promise 
endures, and as Psalm 2 promises, God will still set his 
king on Zion’s Holy Hill. 

The restoration of the temple in diminished form 
anticipates the coming of the Messiah. 
The rebuilt temple was underwhelming compared to 
Solomon’s, lacking any visible return of God’s glory at its 
dedication. This diminished form is deliberate, pointing 
beyond itself to the truth that the temple was always a 
symbol, with Christ himself as the true temple (John 
2:19-21), and ultimately finding fulfillment in a people 
indwelt by his Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16-17; Eph. 2:19-22). The 
longing for a temple filled with God’s glory anticipates 
both the incarnation, when the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us (John 1:14), and the consummation, when 
God will dwell with his people forever (Rev. 21:22). 

The rebuilding of the wall and the renewal of right 
worship demonstrate the need for holiness in all areas 
of life. 
The rebuilt wall represents far more than military defense; 
alongside Ezra’s reforms, it symbolizes holiness and 
separation from the surrounding nations. The prominence 
of genealogies, Sabbath observance, and the problem of 
intermarriage in the narrative underscores the importance 
of holiness for God’s people, anticipating the Church as “a 
people for his own possession” (Titus 2:14; 1 Pet. 2:9). The 
wall also sets up a tension resolved in the New 
Testament, where Paul teaches that the dividing wall 
between Jew and Gentile is broken down in Christ (Eph. 
2:14-16), even as the Church remains called to holiness 
and separation from worldliness (2 Cor. 6:14-18). This 
shows how a type can be both fulfilled and transformed: 
the principle of a set-apart people continues, but its ethnic 
and national boundary markers do not.
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Notes:

Questions for Reflection and Discussion: 
1. Ezra and Nehemiah demonstrate God’s sovereignty in moving the hearts of pagan kings to accomplish his 

purposes for his people. Where in your own life have you seen God work through circumstances or people 
outside the church to accomplish his purposes? 

2. The rebuilt temple lacked the visible glory of God that had been present at the dedication of the tabernacle and 
Solomon’s Temple. How does this “diminished” temple point forward to Christ, and how does that shape your 
understanding of where God’s presence dwells today? 

3. Despite the outward successes of rebuilding the temple, the walls, and renewing the covenant, the people’s 
hearts remained unchanged by the end of Nehemiah. Why do you think outward reform was insufficient, and 
what does this teach you about your own need for inward transformation? 

4. The wall in Nehemiah symbolized holiness and separation, yet Paul teaches that this dividing wall between Jew 
and Gentile has been broken down in Christ. How do you understand the call to holiness and separation from 
worldliness in light of this fulfillment?
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