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Habakkuk is another prophet God mercifully sent to warn 
Judah of coming judgment and call the people to 
repentance. Though lesser known, it is unique among the 
prophets because it records not only God’s message but 
also the prophet’s inner struggle and dialogue. Habakkuk 
is candid about his doubts and brings them to the Lord, 
whose responses reveal his sovereignty, patience, and his 
care for his own.  

Habakkuk is timeless because it addresses questions still 
asked today: Where is God? Why does he allow what he 
does? When will his promises come to pass? God’s 
answer is the same as in Habakkuk’s day: he is in control 
and providentially working all events toward his ultimate 
purpose. Our call is not to understand all that he is doing 
but to be faithful, for “The righteous shall live his by faith.” 

Review of Introductory Information 
Title: The book is named for the prophet whose oracles it 
contains. The meaning of his name, while debated, is 
uncertain. 

Authorship: The book records what Habakkuk the 
prophet saw, heard, and said. Little is known about him 
beyond the time he lived and his role as a prophet to 
Judah. The later Jewish apocryphal traditions about him 
are both fanciful and ahistorical. 

Date: Habakkuk names no kings and records no datable 
events, so the dating rests on implicit evidence, especially 
the identity of the Chaldeans (Babylonians) in 1:6. Babylon 
rose to strength in the 620s under Nabopolassar. 
Habakkuk’s disbelief at the idea of Babylon as God’s 
instrument (1:5), and his surprise at Babylon coming 
against Judah, fit best before Babylon’s first military 
contact with Judah in 605 BC. The ministry is tentatively 
dated to circa 645–606 BC, making him a possible 
contemporary of Nahum, Zephaniah, and Jeremiah. This 
date range overlaps with the reigns of Manasseh, Josiah, 
and Jehoiakim. 

Theme & Purpose: The book’s theme is living by faith, 
trusting God unconditionally despite outward 
circumstances. Its purpose is to show that such trust is 
sensible, prudent, and wise. Finite creatures cannot see 
everything, but they can know that God is sovereign, his 
justice is perfect even when it exceeds human 
comprehension, and his purposes are sure to come to 
pass. 

Theme Summary: Written during a dark period in Judah’s 
history, the Book of Habakkuk chronicles the prophet’s 
journey from questioning why God permits injustice and 

suffering to declaring resolute trust in the God 
who sovereignly judges and saves—a conviction 
anchored in the truth that the righteous shall live by faith. 

Redemption Revealed In Habakkuk 
Habakkuk exposes the need that only the gospel 
answers: a holy God who cannot tolerate sin will not 
allow evil to go unchecked or unpunished. 

Habakkuk sincerely wrestles, as a believer, with the 
problem of evil. Affirming God’s perfect justice and 
goodness, Habakkuk 1:13 raises a greater problem: for 
sinners apart from Christ, God’s perfect justice is bad 
news. Because God’s nature is perfectly just, every sin will 
receive its due penalty, and God cannot merely overlook 
sin. How, then, can anyone be forgiven? The answer is 
found in the gospel. In his atoning death, Christ bore the 
full penalty for the sins of all who turn to him in faith. As 
Romans 3:25–26 says, God remains just and becomes 
the justifier of those who believe. 

Habakkuk anticipates justification by faith, recognizing 
that the only refuge from uncertainty and divine 
judgment is to place one’s faith in God alone for 
salvation. 

Habakkuk writes in a dark time, when God’s people seem 
certain to be swallowed up in judgment, and he wrestles 
with how God’s promise of salvation fits with that 
judgment. In Habakkuk 2:4 God reveals the key: “the 
righteous shall live by his faith.” This is the gospel in seed 
form. Salvation is beyond human ability, whether by 
outwitting the enemy or by trusting one’s own law-
keeping. It is found only by those who place complete 
trust in God and his unfailing promise. Paul cites this verse 
in Galatians 3:11, and it is central to the New Testament’s 
understanding of salvation. 

Habakkuk acknowledges an eschatological pattern of 
promise and delay. Although God’s ultimate judgment 
and salvation are withheld for a time, they are 
inevitable. 

From Habakkuk’s vantage point, the promised salvation 
seems far off, though God assures him that He is 
sovereignly orchestrating all things. Habakkuk 2:3 reflects 
a pattern seen throughout the prophets: prophetic vision 
looks forward from the prophet’s perspective, and a delay 
is often expected before fulfillment. The delay will not last 
forever, only until God’s appointed time. Hebrews 10:36–
37 applies the verse to believers who suffer while 
awaiting final salvation and the still-future return of Christ. 
Thus, in a vague and shadowy way, Habakkuk anticipates 
the second coming of Christ, when ultimate judgment and 
salvation will fully come to pass.
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Notes:

Questions for Reflection and Discussion: 
1. Habakkuk brought his doubts honestly before the Lord rather than hiding them. What does this teach you about 

how to approach God when circumstances seem to contradict his purposes? 
2. Habakkuk wondered how a holy God could use a wicked nation to judge his people. Why is it good news for you 

that God’s justice is satisfied through Christ’s death and not simply set aside? 
3. God told Habakkuk that the righteous shall live by faith. In what areas of your life are you tempted to trust your 

own efforts or understanding instead of God’s promise? 
4. Habakkuk was told that the vision would come at the appointed time even if it seemed slow. How should this 

pattern of promise and delay shape the way you endure hardship while waiting for Christ’s return?
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