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Hosea is unique among the prophets in that his marriage 
and family life became a living parable of God’s relation-
ship with His wayward people—lived out publicly before 
Israel’s eyes. This is similar to Jonah, in that the events of 
his life are central to the book’s message, but unlike 
Jonah, Hosea’s living parable unfolded in full view of the 
nation. 

Introductory Information 
Title: The book is named for Hosea, a prophet who 
ministered in the northern kingdom in the final years 
before captivity. Hosea’s name means “salvation,” fitting 
his message that God would save His wayward people. 

Authorship: Little is known of Hosea beyond his 
identification as “the son of Beeri.” Some commentators 
connect Beeri to the Beerah of 1 Chronicles 5:6, which 
would place Hosea in the tribe of Reuben. 

Date: In the opening verse Hosea links his ministry to the 
reigns of four Judean kings and Jeroboam II of Israel 
whose combined reigns span of nearly a century. Internal 
evidence narrows this: the fall of Samaria (722 BC) is still 
future throughout the book, and the mention of Shalman 
(10:14) likely refers to Shalmaneser V, whose reign began 
in 727. 

Since Hosea ministered under Jeroboam II (who died in 
753 BC), his ministry likely spanned about 753–725 BC. 
Hosea mentions all the southern kings but not the 
northern ones after Jeroboam, possibly reflecting his 
allegiance to the Davidic line.  

Like Jeremiah and Ezekiel in the south, Hosea was an 
“eleventh-hour” prophet to a northern kingdom in rapid 
political and moral collapse, marked by a string of 
assassinated kings. 

Theme & Purpose: Hosea’s central theme is Yahweh’s 
steadfast love in contrast to Israel’s persistent covenant 
unfaithfulness. Hosea’s own marriage becomes a living 
parable of this relationship, and the rest of the book 
repeats the pattern lived out in his own life—confronting 
sin, announcing judgment, and offering hope of 
restoration to the repentant. 

Theme Summary: God uses Hosea’s troubled marriage to 
an unfaithful wife as a living metaphor for Israel’s spiritual 
adultery. Through this painful relationship, Hosea delivers 
a message of judgment on Israel’s sin, while emphasizing 
God’s steadfast, redeeming love that promises restoration 
for a repentant people. 

Redemption Revealed In Hosea 
Hosea’s persistent love and faithfulness to Gomer 
displays God’s steadfast covenant love for his people, 
which is most fully revealed in the gospel. 
Marriage throughout Scripture pictures God’s covenant 
love, and Hosea’s marriage to Gomer vividly displays His 
relationship with unfaithful Israel. Hosea does not ignore 
Gomer’s sin, yet he remains faithful and pays the price to 
redeem her, foreshadowing the hope of gospel 
redemption. Just as God knew Gomer’s unfaithful 
character in advance yet set His love upon her, so He 
knows the full extent of human sin and enslavement, yet 
sets His redeeming love on His people by grace alone, 
not merit—the same gospel hope Paul describes in 
Romans 5:6–8. 

Hosea’s redemptive hope centers on the promise of a 
coming Davidic king who will unite God’s people under 
one head—a promise fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
Amid the wickedness of Israel’s kings, Hosea’s message 
of hope focuses on a future righteous king. Hosea 1:11 first 
anticipates God’s people being reunited under “one 
head,” and 3:5 identifies this head as “David their king”—
not a reincarnated David, but the fulfillment of God’s 
promise that a son of David would reign forever, ultimately 
realized in Christ’s incarnation. After Assyria’s judgment 
fell on the Northern Kingdom, including Galilee and 
Naphtali, that same region of deepest darkness became 
the place where, at Christ’s incarnation, the greatest light 
dawned (Matthew 4:12–16). 

Conclusion 
Hosea powerfully depicts both Israel’s unfaithfulness and 
the Lord’s steadfast love, exposing all sin as rebellion 
deserving judgment while affirming that the God who 
judges is also the Savior of the repentant (13:4). This hope 
is ultimately fulfilled in Jesus, who bore the curse and 
wrath for those who repent, gave His life to redeem His 
bride from sin, and reigns as the promised King, a greater 
David, through whom we truly know the Lord.
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Notes:

Questions for Reflection and Discussion: 
1. Hosea's marriage to Gomer was a costly, lived-out illustration of God's relationship with His people. How does 

understanding this real, obedient act by Hosea shape the way you read the book's message about God's love? 
2. Each cycle in Hosea's message moves from unfaithfulness through judgment to hope. Why do you think God 

chose to reveal His covenant dealings with Israel through this repeated pattern rather than a single 
announcement of judgment or mercy? 

3. Hosea 3:5 points forward to "David their king" as a promise fulfilled in Jesus Christ. How does seeing Christ as 
the promised Davidic king impact the way you understand the hope offered to Israel in the midst of judgment? 

4. Hosea knew Gomer's unfaithful character in advance, yet he still set his love upon her and redeemed her from 
her disgrace. How does this living picture of God's foreknowing, redeeming love affect your own understanding 
of grace?
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