Micah

Micah describes coming judgment on the divided
kingdoms, their leaders, and the people as a whole, while
also promising hope: a future kingdom of God ruled by a
Davidic king who will lead God’s delivered people into a
restored relationship with Him.

Introductory Information

Title: The book is named for the prophet Micah, whose
name means “Who is like Yahweh?” This is more than a
historical detail; the connection between the prophet’s
name and his message was sovereignly orchestrated by
God and recognized by both Micah and his hearers, as
seen in the book’s closing question, “Who is a God like
you?”

Authorship: Micah ministered primarily to the Southern
Kingdom, though he also addressed the Northern
Kingdom at points. Little is known of him beyond his
identification as a Morasthite, a resident of Moresheth
(also called Moresheth-gath), a small farming village about
twenty miles west of Jerusalem. His rural, agrarian
background likely gave him firsthand knowledge of the
oppression of the poor by the nation’s elites.

Date: Micah names the kings under whom he ministered:
Jotham (750-732), Ahaz (735-715), and Hezekiah
(715-686). Since the book speaks of Samaria’s judgment
as still future, his ministry can be dated to circa 750-722
BC, making his ministry parallel to prophets such as
Hosea, Amos, and Jonah.

Theme & Purpose: Micah'’s preaching closely parallels
Amos: both confronted covenant-breaking sin,
pronounced coming judgment, and called for repentance
while promising future restoration for a faithful remnant.

Key themes include:

. Judgment on Injustice: condemnation of wealthy
oppressors, corrupt leaders, and dishonest merchants.

. Messianic Hope: the prophecy of a peaceful, eternal
ruler born in Bethlehem who will shepherd God’s flock.

. The Divine Requirement: the call to do justice, love
mercy, and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8).

Theme Summary: Micah confronts Israel and Judah with
impending judgment for their covenant unfaithfulness,
calling them to repentance, while prophesying that a
coming righteous ruler will gather and restore God’s
people, bringing peace and justice to all nations.
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Redemption Revealed In Micah

Micah’s indictment of Israel’s prophets, priests and
rulers underscores the need for Christ as the ultimate
Prophet, Priest and King.

In the second cycle, Micah condemns Israel’s leaders:
rulers who judge for a bribe, priests who teach for a price,
and prophets who divine for money, all while presuming
on God’s covenant blessing (Micah 3:11). These verses
reflect the three-office structure of prophet, priest, and
king, offices given by God in creation and particularly
operative in Israel. By Micah’s day, all three had failed,
leading the people further into idolatry and rebellion
rather than guarding the covenant. This repeated,
generational failure underscores the need for a greater
prophet, priest, and king, one who would faithfully teach
God’s Word, mediate before a holy God, and rule in
righteousness where Adam and Israel had failed. These
three offices find their fullest expression in Jesus Christ.

The central divine requirement “to act justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with God” exposes a need that only
the Gospel answers.

Responsibility for judgment did not rest on leaders alone.
Micah also confronts the people as a whole, making clear
that God does not desire more sacrifices and offerings
but true worship from a wholly committed heart (Micah
6:6—8). Micah summarizes what is required to stand
rightly before God: to do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with Him. The problem, then as now, is that no
one can meet this standard perfectly. By announcing this
requirement, Micah exposes the need that only the
Gospel can answer. Christ alone perfectly fulfilled Micah
6:8, always doing justice, loving kindness, and walking in
perfect humility with the Father. The only hope for those
who fall short of this standard is to be in Christ by faith,
having His perfect righteousness credited to their
account.

Conclusion

Micah’s message combined judgment and hope. Because
of Israel and Judah’s sin, judgment was coming. Yet for
those who would repent and humble themselves, hope
remained beyond the exile: God would raise up a
righteous ruler and gather a remnant of true believers into
a restored covenant relationship. All who turn to Christ in
faith—Jew and Gentile alike—are born again into the
kingdom of God, and gathered under the righteous reign
of Christ, which will never end.
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Notes:

The Structure of Micah
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Questions for Reflection and Discussion:
1. Micah’s name means “Who is like Yahweh?” How does this question, especially as it appears at the book’s close
(7:18), shape the way you understand God’s character in light of His judgment and mercy toward His people?

2. Micah 3:11 describes leaders who “lean on the Lord” and presume His blessing while violating His covenant.
Where might you be tempted to presume on God’s grace while neglecting genuine covenant faithfulness in your
own life?

3. Micah 6:8 summarizes God’s requirement: to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. Why does this
requirement expose your need for the Gospel rather than serve as an achievable standard on its own?

4. The book’s structure moves repeatedly from judgment to hope. How does this repeated pattern shape the way
you read the warnings and promises found throughout Micah, and how does it point you toward Christ?
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